Immunoneutralization of procalcitonin or its component peptides: a promising treatment of sepsis.
Sepsis and the severe systemic response syndrome are very common illnesses that are responsible for a great amount of morbidity and death. These closely related conditions are characterized by a remarkable increase in the prohormone ProCT (procalcitonin). ProCT is both a marker of sepsis and a harmful mediator of the disease. In the present issue of Clinical Science, in a study in rats with endotoxin shock, Tavares and Miñano used an antibody to a segment of N-ProCT (aminoprocalcitonin) that is part of the ProCT molecule, and confirmed that immunoneutralization of ProCT saves the animals from this severe illness. Furthermore, they extensively studied the epiphenomena associated with this immunoneutralization.